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and so measure the substance of Andean life. 
Mills considers the various demonstrations of Andean religious 
beliefs and expressions in separate individual chapters entitled "Huacas," 
"Chancas and Conopas," and "Specialists," where he discusses sorcerers, 
curas de huacas, and "curse doctors" (some of whom healed while others did 
evil). Each chapter, dealing with Andean religious officials and beliefs which 
are the substance of the extirpation, begins with the general introduction of 
the issue followed by amply documented cases exemplifying the points of 
concern to the visitador, or extirpator. Emphasizing the vitality of Andean 
colonial religion at the level of the individual in his or her community and 
region, Mills focuses on specific people and events to present religious 
reality as expressed through testimonies of these individuals and as noted in 
the documentation. The records of the seventeenth and eighteenth-centuries 
campaigns against idolatry, while extraordinarily rich, are a painful display 
of the daily concerns, customs, rivalries, and complex beliefs of rural 
Andeans. The many testimonies, often the product of Inquisition-like 
pressures, are invaluable primary sources to anyone interested in the study of 
Andean religions. 
Idolatry and Its Enemies provides a well-documented missing link to 
studies on the interpretation of religious history and is an important 
contribution to the study of the colonial Andean spiritual world. 
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